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etween writing, reading, marketing, networking and (sometimes) 
sleeping, who has time to scour the Internet for good, solid writing 
information? So we asked the writing community at large to rec-
ommend the most valuable websites for the writing life—and the 
e-mails flooded our inbox in record numbers. It was no easy task 
wading through the more than 3,500 nominations, but we’re bet-
ting you’ll be glad we did. 

e result—WD’s 12th annual 101 Best Websites for Writers—is our most 
definitive list yet of the top online destinations for the resources, information 
and inspiration you need. Bookmark these URLs, and soon you’ll be spending 
less time aimlessly searching and more time advancing your writing. 

We’ve divided this year’s list into nine sections: creativity, writing advice 
(a new category), general resources, jobs and markets, online writing 
communities, everything agents, publishing/marketing resources, genres/
niches and just for fun. We’ve also included symbols (see the key below) 
with each listing so you can quickly scan to see if the site offers what you’re 
looking for: tips, classes/workshops/conferences, contests, critique sections, 
forums, material specifically for young writers, jobs, markets, newsletters, a 
Twitter account and podcasts.

BRIAN A. KLEMS is the online community editor of WD.
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Hey novelists: Can you cra an 
opening line that’s so terrible it’s 
award-worthy? For the recognition 
you deserve, send it to this contest. 

  

More than 300 writing prompts are 
at your fingertips on this site. 

   

Prefer visual prompts? Easy Street 
offers up a new image every day to 
spark your imagination. For inspi-
ration in motion, there are video 
prompts, too. 

     

Challenge yourself to write a story in 
six sentences and submit it here. e 
best get posted. 

   

e tagline: “Everyone has a story. 
Can you tell yours in six words?” 
Talk about a challenge. 

 MORE PROMPTS!

•  Daily writing prompts:  
writersdigest.com/writingprompts

•  365 days of creativity: 
 The Write-Brain Workbook 

    

riller writer J.A. Konrath shares 
what he’s learned in the process of 
becoming a successful genre writer. 
He also links to about 300 recom-
mended writing-related blogs, which 

makes us wonder: Between blogging 
and reading so many others, how on 
earth does he have time to write?

     

Have a writing-related question? Just 
ask magazine writer and New York 
Times bestselling novelist Allison 
Winn Scotch. 

    
 

e free download of 279 Days to 
Overnight Success is worth the visit 
alone. Other info for entrepreneurial-
minded writers—including articles, a 

blog and an e-mail newsletter—will 
keep you coming back for more. 

  

is blog by an unnamed children’s 
book editor gives practical advice 
about everything from handling 
form rejections to promoting your 
book—all with a sprinkling of wit.

    
 

is crowd favorite offers up tons of 
personality, plus a nice balance of 
posts from a source who’s equal parts 
editor and book lover. 

WritersDigest.com  I  3

http://www.editorialass.blogspot.com
http://www.bulwer-lytton.com
http://www.creativewritingprompts.com
http://www.easystreetprompts.blogspot.com
http://www.sixsentences.blogspot.com
http://www.smithmag.net/sixwords
http://www.writersdigest.com/writingprompts
http://www.writersdigestshop.com/product/the-write-brain-workbook?r=101websites
http://www.bulwer-lytton.com
http://www.creativewritingprompts.com
http://www.easystreetprompts.blogspot.com
http://www.sixsentences.blogspot.com
http://www.smithmag.net/sixwords
http://www.jakonrath.blogspot.com
http://www.jakonrath.blogspot.com
http://www.allisonwinn.com/ask-allison
http://www.allisonwinn.com/ask-allison
http://www.chrisguillebeau.com
http://www.chrisguillebeau.com
http://www.editorialanonymous.blogspot.com
http://www.editorialanonymous.blogspot.com
http://www.editorialass.blogspot.com


   

A straight-talking—and humorous—
editor dispenses tough-love advice 
on queries, synopses and the begin-
ning pages of books. 

    

OK, so this site doesn’t teach usage 
so much as it does poke fun at oth-
ers who use it incorrectly. But it’ll 
cheer you up on the roughest of 
writing days. 

     

To read or listen to explanations of 
common grammatical conundrums, 
turn to top-notch language expert 
Mignon Fogarty. 

      

Amazingly active online, Debbie 
Ridpath Ohi off ers tips, tools, inspi-
ration and links for writers of all 
kinds. And the cartoons will make 
you chuckle. Her “Writer’s Guide to 
Twitter” series is a must-read.

       

 is e-zine not only gives excellent 
writing tips, but also off ers a personal 
touch that others don’t:  e editors of 
Long Story Short reply personally to 

every author who queries for advice 
on how to improve their work.

    

Receive great advice from this site’s 
collection of interviews with authors,
editors and freelancers. With 12 con-
tributors, there is always new content
to read.

       

 e always inspiring Martha Alderson 
helps you tackle your plot problems. 

           

Knowledge is the best defense against 
potential scams. Preditors & Editors 
lets you know who in the industry is 
trustworthy and who might not be.

    

Every industry needs a watchdog, 
and this has long been one of pub-
lishing’s most vigilant.

Get excellent cra  advice on writing 
genre fi ction from these fi ne folks, 
whose site is so good it’s on the list 
for the fourth consecutive year. 

   

From essay writing to thesis writing, 
this site has great information for 
writers, especially those who are still 
in school. 

 MORE ON PLOT:

Our best-selling fi ction title, Plot & 
Structure by James Scott Bell, offers 
easy-to-understand techniques on 
every aspect of an engaging plot. 
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Scope out the best in cover design. 
(Especially useful for self-publishing 
authors making decisions about their 
own cover packages.)

       
 

“Where readers and writers click,” 
this site is for everyone who loves 
books—which makes it a great way 
to stay informed about your genre. 
e free e-mail newsletter offers 
up comprehensive coverage of new 
releases, plus author interviews and 
book reviews. 

     

!e Chicago Manual of Style editors 
answer readers’ questions with unex-
pected humor.

  

ough not as heavily focused on 
straight media coverage as it was 
in the past, this hilarious, snarky 
and controversial blog offers inside 
scoops on the journalism and book 
worlds, and is a great resource for 
story ideas.

    

Follow writers, agents, publishers, 
literary journals and, of course, your 
favorite WD editors. is social net-
work is turning into a great resource 
for information gathering and con-
necting with other writers. Try partici-
pating in #litchat, #writerwednesday, 
#storyfriday and more.

Search this government site for 
everything copyright related, includ-
ing definitions, questions and info 
about how to protect your work.

   

While not an end-all for fact check-
ing by any means, Wikipedia is an 
excellent starting point for gathering 
information. Read enough material 
and you’re bound to get some good 
story ideas. 

 WD ON TWITTER:

Don’t miss out: @WritersDigest regular-
ly tweets the best writing advice articles 
online, plus special deals of the day.
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New design, same great content. e 
forum is home to freelancers, novel-
ists, bloggers and more. 

          

Developed by book editors at 
HarperCollins, this online commu-
nity for writers, readers and pub-
lishers allows you to upload your 

manuscript for free and have others 
take a look at it. ere’s also a shot at 
landing a book deal: HarperCollins 
editors read the most popular manu-
scripts—and have even signed a few 
for publication. 

          

Backspace features articles, columns 
and news from industry insiders. For 
access to the forum—which hosts 
literary agents, editors and authors—
you’ll have to cough up a small 
annual fee. But it could be a wise 
investment: 47 of the original 110 
members have been published. 

     

Fiction writers and poets, listen up: 
ere are 2,800 markets waiting for 
you at Duotrope’s Digest.
 

         
 

is great, laid-back community of 
young magazine editors offers advice, 
networking events and constantly 
updated postings of journalism gigs. 

       
 

is blog network and community for 
freelancers offers plenty of job leads, 
plus tips and advice on everything 
from fair pay to health care.

          

is great source of grants, fellowships, 
contests, awards and markets also 
offers your pick of three free newslet-
ters, including one dedicated to kids 
who want to write. 

    
 

An ideal place to find media jobs, this 
site also offers a media news feed.

               
 

If you’re a freelance writer, this is one 
of the finest resources at your dis-
posal for industry news, jobs, feature 
articles, blogs and more.

            

Here you’ll find writing-related 
articles, freelance job postings, tips, 
contests, resources and a section of 
magazines to pitch.

 8,000 MARKETS!

For more than 90 years, Writer’s Mar-
ket has served as the comprehensive 
source of places to get published. It’s 
now searchable at WritersMarket.com.
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Critique Circle is an online workshop 
for writers of all genres (science fiction, 
fantasy, romance, children’s,    hor-
ror, suspense and others) and includes 
tools for manuscript progress, submis-
sion tracking, character generation 
and more. 

      

Serious science fiction, horror 
and fantasy writers meet here to 
exchange critiques. 

   

e Internet Writing Workshop 
offers critiques delivered right to 
your e-mail inbox. e only cost is 
a minimum participation require-
ment of your own submissions and 
critiques (depending on which group 
you join).

      
   

More than 9,000 writers call Mike’s 
Writing Workshop home. Here you 
can post work, ask questions and dis-
cuss ways to improve your writing.

        

is popular forum boasts review 
boards for prose, poetry and script-
writing. Ask questions and get feed-
back, have others critique your work, 
find job opportunities and more. 

         

No more excuses: NaNoWriMo chal-

        

Agent Query is a free, searchable data-
base of agents. Before you query any 
agent, check out its extensive article 
on formatting tips.

 

e AAR is a great place to vet pro-
spective agents, as all members of this 
not-for-profit organization must abide 
by a strict canon of ethics. 

    

is literary agent has an amazing 
handle on the Christian books mar-

ket and the business of writing and 
promoting your work. 

     

With many agents contributing, this 
newly revamped blog is coming on 

lenges you to write a 50,000-word 
novel in November. is site allows 
you to track your progress and con-
nects you with other participants 
from around the world so you can 
compare work and cheer one another 
to the finish line (last year’s count was 
167,150 writers).  

    

Members can participate in any of 
the more than 50 active forums, and 
the site also offers writing challenges 
to keep you motivated.

           

Sundays are devoted to chats with 
up-and-coming and famous writ-
ers, while Wednesdays are an open 
free-for-all. Talking shop doesn’t get 
much more lively than this!

       

is creative community offers up 
inspiration, tools to build online 
writing portfolios and a chance to 
connect with others. 
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Get writing, publishing and market-
ing advice from this blog by Carol 
Denbow, author of several books on 
those very topics. 

    

From social networking to blog-
ging to podcasting, this amazing site 
breaks down everything into basic 
explanations and advice for all the 
non-techies out there. (Even if you’re 

a Web 2.0 wizard, we still recom-
mend checking it out.) 

       
 

is is the home of publishing vet-
eran Bob Sacks’ “Heard on the Web: 
Media Intelligence” newsletter, which 
delivers industry news and opinions 
on cutting-edge topics from a variety 
of sources.

   

Patricia Holt doesn’t post as oen 

strong with helpful articles and other 
informative pieces. 

      

Children’s writers’ agent Mary Kole, 
associate at the Andrea Brown 
Literary Agency, has jumped into 
her new blog headfirst, with contests, 
tips and advice galore. 

        

An agent as well as an author going 
through the steps of getting his own 
deal, Bransford dispenses smart, sen-
sible advice and an optimistic outlook 
about the future of books, all in a 

personable, approachable way. Check 
out his new forum where writers can 
meet and talk.

      

Agent Janet Reid critiques fiction 
queries (for free), dishing out hon-
est—though sometimes brutal—
advice and edits. Submit your query 
and she may take a bite out of it. 

        

Not only does it list more than 1,200 
agents, this site also helps you track 
your queries.

      

ree years running, this is an amaz-
ing blog full of articles about cra 
and business alike. Rachelle Gardner 
is generous with insights and inspi-
ration about what it takes for writers 
to land representation and get pub-
lished today.

 UP-TO-DATE AGENT INFO!

Don’t miss the best online resource for 
Q&As with literary agents, as well as 
new agency alerts! Visit: 
guidetoliteraryagents.com/blog
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 is repository of in-depth writing 
and publishing advice is brought to 
you by a senior editor at Scholastic’s 
Arthur A. Levine Books.

    

Author Cynthia Leitich Smith’s blog 
off ers a wealth of resources for 
children’s and YA writers, includ-
ing an exhaustive archive of editor, 
agent, publisher, publicist and art 
director interviews.

      

Editor Harold D. Underdown main-
tains this website chock-full of articles 
and resources for children’s writers.

 
           

 e SCBWI is the must-join 
organization for anyone who wants 
to publish material for young read-
ers.  e recently relaunched site 
now includes an online community, 
and much of the site’s useful infor-
mation is available for nonmem-
bers, too.  

as we’d like, but when she does, look 
out. She’s an outspoken advocate for 
writers in the publishing industry, 
and isn’t afraid to call things the way 
she sees them. You might not agree 
with everything she says, but she’s 
sure to get you thinking.

  

An honest, humorous, wise look at 
the good, bad and ugly sides of pub-
lishing from someone who knows 
the muck and mire well: an intern.

   

 is publishing pro (and  omas 
Nelson CEO) has spent more than 25 
years in the industry and posts regu-
larly about it. His “Advice to First-
Time Authors” piece is a must-read 
for new (and even veteran) writers.

        

With a slick new design, OnceWritten.
com gives writers a chance to have 
their books reviewed. We really enjoy 
the Publishing My First Book section, 
where traditionally published authors 
share their experiences. 

   

 is group from the School of 
Print Media (Rochester Institute 
of Technology) is developing open-
source applications for publishing 
with the goal to “empower individu-
als and communities to easily tell 
their stories as never before.” 

           

 is collaborative blog brings 
together experts and analysts from 
across the publishing world.

      

Founded by author April L. Hamilton, 
Publetariat is an online community 
and news hub built specifi cally for 
self-published and other independent 
authors and even small indie imprints. 

     

Learn how to promote yourself and 

your work from a writer who moon-
lights as a marketing master. 

     

Check the validity of poetry contests 
or enter the site’s own competition 
(which pokes fun at scammers by 
requesting the “best humor poem 
that has been sent to a ‘vanity poetry 
contest’ as a joke”).

 MUST-HAVE 101 GUIDE

You Can Write Children’s Books 
by Tracey E. Dils
This book has been the go-to resource 
for more than a decade. Learn the 
essentials of writing and publishing for 
this specialized market!
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If you’re a published writer in  
this genre, you’ll find the news, 
notes and support you need from 
an organization whose members 
have included such greats as Isaac 
Asimov, Anne McCaffrey and  
Ray Bradbury.

    

One professional freelance copy-
writer shares thoughts on the indus-
try, the pressures of writing and how 
to succeed. 

          

Covering all things related to the 
independent writing life, this site is 
valuable for part-time and full-time 
freelancers alike.

  
         

Find freelance success by following 
the advice of these two renegades. 

           

For more than 20 years, HWA has 
been helping writers scare their way 
to the top of the bestseller charts. 

       

MWA plays home to mystery and 
suspense writers all over the coun-
try. Whether you’ve published in the 
genre or are aspiring to, this group 
will help you connect with other like-
minded novelists.

    

is mystery-writing mom talks 
about good guys, bad guys, plot 
twists and more.

     

Debate, discuss and critique work 
from poets around the world. 

           

Network with thousands of poets 
and read, listen to and watch poetry 
of all kinds—rhyming, free form, 
haiku and more. 

            

is program encourages young 
people to learn about great poetry by 
inviting the “dynamic aspects of slam 
poetry, spoken word and theater into 

the English class.” Last year more 
than 300,000 students competed in 
the 2009 Poetry Out Loud perfor-
mance competition. 

          

e Academy of American Poets’ 
award-winning website features thou-
sands of poems, poet biographies, 
essays, interviews and more. You can 
also create your own online antholo-
gies filled with text and audio. 

       

is uncensored forum allows poets 
to let loose and share their work. It’s 
a great site to workshop your poems 
with other poets.

        

ese divas encourage romance writ-
ers to support one another, which 
is why it makes our list for the sixth 
straight year.

      

With book reviews, author interviews, 
contests and more, the junkies will 
give you your romance writing fix. 

 POEM-A-DAY CHALLENGE

If you’re a poet (even a closeted one), 
don’t miss our annual poetry challenge 
at blog.writersdigest.com/poeticasides
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Is your personal library overflowing 
with books you don’t need anymore? 
Trade them on this site for books  
you want.

        

e author interviews are reason 
enough to visit—though you’ll  
also want to see the site’s Book 
Doctor, who answers publishing-
related questions. 

       

Not sure how to fit your reading life 
into your hectic writing life? DailyLit 
can help by sending you short book 
installments by e-mail or RSS feed 
on the days and times you want. 

     
 

A network for book lovers to catalog 
and review what’s on their shelves, 
and also the source of the recurring 
You Are What You Read feature in 
InkWell (spotlighting the personal 
libraries of literary greats).

    
 

e A.Word.A.Day e-newsletter is a 
must for people who love words. And 
without the Anagram Server, we might 
not know that among the anagrams for 
Writer’s Digest are “Weirdest Grits” and 
“Ridge Twisters.”  WD

 
       

More than 10,000 members make this 
organization the largest for the genre. 

 

If you want to write screenplays or 
teleplays, you have to read them—
and this site is a massive database of 
scripts for all to see.

    

Screenwriter John August, who’s 
written numerous produced mov-
ies (including Tim Burton’s Big Fish), 
shares his wisdom on the cra and 
business. His “10 Hints for Index 
Cards” is a great (and quick) read.

       

is is one great place to meet  

scriptwriting friends and contacts 
who can help you on your journey.

       

is is a great site for Christian writers 
looking to network, market their work 
and support others in the genre. 

         

A marvelous set of resources for 
Muslim writers, with links to organi-
zations, scholarships, competitions 
and more.

     

Some of the biggest names in writ-
ing—Steve Berry, James Rollins, 
Sandra Brown, Lee Child—are a part 
of this fun organization that helps 
thriller writers succeed. 

  

Follow four thriller/suspense authors 
who all share unique perspectives on 
the genre. 

     

Moms who write should bookmark 
this site, which features fiction, non-
fiction, poetry, profiles and more—
all written by mothers. 

         

Women writers supporting women 
writers throughout the writing process.

 KICKSTART YOUR CAREER

Writer Mama by Christina Katz
You’ve probably dreamed of quitting 
your day job and writing full-time. 
This book shows you the path to a 
successful and profitable freelance 
life—even if you have the hectic 
schedule of a parent.
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